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PEN-Y-CAE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Pen-y-Cae Community Council held on Monday 23rd April 2018 
 
PRESENT 
 

Chair – Cllr D.A. Thomas 
           
Cllr. Mr J.C. Phillips                                               Cllr. Mrs. C. Davies  
Cllr. Mrs. P. Matthews       Cllr. Dr. S.E. Evans 
Cllr. Mr K. Gilpin        Cllr. Mr. R. Salisbury 
Cllr. Mrs. J. Lowe        Cllr. Mr. G. Edwards 
Cllr. Miss. P. Davies        Cllr. A. Phillips                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Cllr. Mrs. S. Jones        
       .  
Mark Hudson of North Wales Wildlife Trust for item number 9 on the Agenda. 
 
       
(18)269 APOLOGIES 
 
            There were apologies for absence from     Cllr. Mrs. J. Jones 

Cllr. N. Claffey  
     
    

 (18)270DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Cllr. John Phillips declared interest in item number 8 on the agenda – Planning Applications 
 

It was agreed to suspend standing orders and take matters out of sequence for item 
number 9 – TO WELCOME Mark Hudson of North Wales Wildlife Trust 

 
(18)271 TO WELCOME Mark Hudson of North Wales Wildlife Trust 
  

The Chair welcomed Mr Hudson to the meeting and invited him to begin his presentation.  
Mr Hudson explained that part of his role was to co-ordinate and control the invasive non-
native species in the Dee Valley area, a large proportion of this was Japanese Knotweed.  
His team was concentrating the treatment of this along the watercourse and were working 
from Bala downwards.  Mr Hudson advised that his team could facilitate members or 
interested volunteers to be trained and qualified to treat Japanese Knotweed in their local 
area so that they could support the existing work being undertaken by the Local Authority.  
Mr Hudson explained that in some areas, an initiative was being discussed whereby long 
term unemployed people could be trained as community volunteers and this may help with 
a route back into employment.  However this was at present not fully operational.  The 
Chair asked how many spaces for training would be funded by the North Wales Wildlife 
Trust.  Mr Hudson advised that they could allow for two places at no cost to the 
Community Council.  The Chair also asked if the Community Council could fund additional 
places, Mr Hudson agreed that this would also be possible and advised that the three 
courses necessary to be licenced to treat the knotweed were broken down into PA1 – to 
use chemicals, PA6W – to spray chemicals near water and PA6 inject – to stem inject and 
would cost between £900 and £1000 per person for all three.  Mr Hudson also advised 
that they would supply the nitrate for the first year after training however storage of the 
chemicals could be an issue and this would have to be looked at, possibly in partnership 
with the park rangers at Ty Mawr. The Community Council would also have to purchase its 
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own PPE including toe protectors, disposable overalls and masks. Members asked 
regarding the longevity of the licencing once the training had been undertaken.  Mr 
Hudson advised that there would be no need for refresher training as long as the work 
was undertaken regularly.  Members discussed Mr Hudson’s proposal and agreed that this 
was a very useful initiative and agreed that two members should be trained.  The Chair 
proposed that a third space should be funded by Community Council so that allowing for 
illness or holidays, there could always be at least two people available for treatment.  
Members were all in favour of this.  The Chair, Cllrs G. Edwards and J. Phillips 
volunteered themselves for training, all members were in favour.  The Chair asked Mr 
Hudson to liaise with the Clerk regarding dates for training.  The Chair thanked Mr Hudson 
for his presentation following this he left the meeting. 
 
Resolved:  That the Clerk would liaise with Mr Hudson regarding training dates.  

 
(18)272MINUTES 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 26th March 2018 copies having previously been circulated, 
were approved and adopted subject to the following corrections 
 
(18) 258 Matters Raised by Members 
 Cllr J. Phillips 
 
(18) 265 Cllr. Matthews distributed a report to members following the Wrexham Town and 
Community Council Forum regarding the changes to remunerations to members.  
 
 

(18)273 MATTERS ARISING from the minutes.   
 

1. Community Centre 
Cllr. J. Lowe advised that WCBC had sent out a surveyor to address the maintenance 
issues raised by the Management Committee however the lease was till as yet 
unsigned. Cllr. J. Phillips advised that the Centre was trying to generate income and that 
Funky Milkshakes was now up and running and seemed to be doing well but needed 
some support.  This perhaps could be in the form of banners and advertising.   
 
Resolved:  To await further development  
 

2. Speeding on Plas Bennion 
The Clerk reported that the traffic count and speed survey had been carried out on Plas 
Bennion as requested but as yet she had not received any reports from the Highways 
Department.  Members noted that the apparatus had also been laid in the wrong 
location however; this would still give an indication whether there was an issue with 
speeding in the area.  
 
Resolved:  to await the results of the survey. . 
 

 
3. Notice Boards 

Both noticeboards had now been installed.  Nigel Harper had delivered the old 
noticeboard to the Clerk’s address and would need to be delivered to the school.  The 
Chair asked the Clerk to contact Nigel and ask him to deliver it to the school.   
 
Resolved: noted.   
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4. Lost Sons of Pen-y-Cae book donation 

The remaining books would be given to Cllr Sharron Jones and Cllr. Dr. Sian Evans to 
distribute to both Ysgol ID Hooson and Morgan Llwyd.  All other books had been 
delivered to the schools as agreed. 
 
Resolved: noted.  

 
 

5. School Crossing Patrol 
Graham Lloyd of WCBC had contacted the Clerk regarding the extension of the school 
crossing patrol and asked if members wished to continue with the contract.  Members 
agreed that some measures would need to be put in place to assist pupils in crossing 
safely to school but that an attendant was not proving to be cost effective long term. It 
was agreed to discuss the possibility of installing a crossing and that external funding 
options could be explored. The Chair asked members if they were in favour of 
withdrawing the requirement for a crossing attendant.  All members voted in favour.  The 
Clerk would seek advice on community benefit with Emma Suckley at Wrexham Council 
to enquire regarding external funding for a crossing.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would inform Graham Lloyd of WCBC of the Community 

Council’s decision to withdraw funding for a crossing attendant. 
That the Clerk would make enquiries regarding external funding for a 
crossing. . 

 
6. Path on the Railway Line 

Once again there had been no response from Darren Williams following the letter sent 
by the Clerk regarding the deterioration of the path on the old Railway Line.   
 
Resolved: That the Clerk follow up communications with Mr Williams and ask him 

to provide a response by the date of the next meeting.  
 
 

7. Code of Conduct & Standing Orders 
The Clerk had produced the revised code of conduct and sent it to the Chair and Vice 
Chair for their comments.  To date no feedback had been given.  The Chair agreed that 
this would be looked at alongside the review of Standing Orders at the AGM. 
 
Resolved: to await further discussion.   

 
8. Grants & Donations 

The Clerk had received confirmation that the complimentary tickets for the Eisteddfod 
could not be used for the additional shows printed on the letter. The Chair asked 
members present if anyone would like to use the tickets.  Cllr. G. Edwards advised that 
he would like them if no one else would.  It was agreed that Cllr. Edwards would have 
the tickets and the Clerk would send off for them. 
 
Resolved:  That the clerk would correspond with the Eisteddfod co-ordinators 

regarding the tickets.  
  

9. Website 
Fotofire had produced a quote for the website, contents of which had been discussed at 
Finance Committee prior to the meeting this evening.  The quote had come in over 
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budget and noted optional extras had been detailed that were part of the original 
specification.  Members had met with Paul Griffiths who had been invited to tender and 
he had demonstrated what he could deliver in terms of service and assistance but had 
not yet finalised pricing.  Of the two other companies invited to tender, no response had 
been received.  It was agreed to hold further discussion once Paul’s quote had been 
received.  
 
Resolved: To await Paul Griffiths’ quotation. 
 

10. Data Protection   
The Clerk had now installed the lockable cabinet for storage of paperwork that may 
contain data.  It was agreed that the Community Council would now need to register 
under the Data Protection Act as the new website, when operational would process data 
automatically.  The Chair advised that if any letters were to be sent by email then they 
should be password protected.  The Clerk confirmed that the computer and hard drives 
were encrypted.  The Clerk read out a statement from One Voice Wales to say that The 
Government has tabled an amendment to its own Data Protection Bill to exempt all 
community and town councils in Wales from the requirement to appoint a Data 
Protection Officer (DPO) under the General Data Protection Regulation, however it was 
but it is vital that councils continue to prepare for compliance with the rest of the 
GDPR requirements.  The Clerk would investigate wording to be used as email footers 
and to use in communications.  The Chair advised that he was to attend a seminar in 
Cardiff and would report back at the next meeting. 
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would further enquiries regarding registering under the 

Data Protection Act and seek advice on wording for email and 
correspondence.  

 
(18)274POLICE MATTERS 
 

PCSO Tim Edwards had provided the Clerk with crime figures and his report to read out to 
members in his absence.  PCSO Edwards had presented the figures in a new format once 
more which contained figures for Pen-y-Cae as a whole and did not contain graphs or 
percentages.  

 
 

Reported Crimes  
During the period 23rd March to 21st April 2018 the following crimes had been reported: 
 
Burglary other than dwelling – 1 
Burglary – 1 
 
Anti-social behaviour issues 
There were a few incidents around the Easter holidays but nothing which developed into a 
repeat occurrence or any noticeable trend.  PCSO Edwards had identified a new group of 
youths and had spoken with them in front of parents as a first ‘intervention’ and to reiterate 
that unacceptable behavior would not be tolerated. 
 

 
 Other News/PCSO activities: 

PCSO Edwards had spoken with Cllr Joan Lowe about looking at ways to be more involved 
with the school pupils rather than just encountering them when they arrive and leave at the 
school gates. 
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PCSO Edwards is collating information on forthcoming community events in order to list 
them and try and ensure a PCSO presence. If anyone has information of any events 
coming up over the summer and for the rest of the year could they please let PCSO 
Edwards know.   

 
 
(18)275 ISSUES RELATING TO OLDER PEOPLE 
 

The Clerk had sent out the report to members provided by Ffion Morus, Community Agent 
which gave details of her visits for the month and also meetings that she had attended.  
Ffion had attended visits to her existing clients and had also received new referrals from 
Social Services and the CAB.  Ffion had given a presentation at the DWP in the hope that 
they may be able to signpost people to her.  Ffion also gave details of open clinics that she 
was running at Ruabon Surgery in conjunction with Rhonwen Hughes of Communities for 
Work.  Ffion advised that she had also had her new advertising material printed.   
 
Resolved: noted. 

 
(18)276 STREET LIGHTING  
 

Reports 
A report had been received detailing repairs and maintenance visits carried out for April.  
 
Resolved:   Noted 

  
 LED Programme 

The Clerk had put in an expression of interest for funding with Salix and had received 
confirmation that based on the initial figures given by snapfast that they would be able to 
offer a loan to cover the full cost of the project. Salix indicated that the loan would be paid 
back within 5.8 years. There were some adjustments to be made to the final figure based 
on a more in-depth analysis of the inventory.  Cllr. G. Edwards and the Clerk were due to 
meet with Neill Richardson of Snapfast to complete this in the coming week.  Once these 
figures were finalised they would be passed on to Salix for a final projection. Cllr. Edwards 
advised that he would be finalising a time lime for the project which would see the current 
maintenance contract with Jones Lighting coming to an end on the 31st August and tenders 
for the new contract would ideally be sent out and received for consideration early July with 
a view to beginning a new contract in September.  Cllr. Edwards would be making a start on 
the new contract and would arrange to meet with the street lighting consortium to bring 
everybody up to speed.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk and Cllr. Edwards continue progress on the project.  
 
Damage to lamp column on Plas Bennion 
The Clerk had received notification from WCBC that they would be sending an invoice 
works carried out on a damaged lamp column situated in Plas Bennion.  On further 
inspection the damage and subsequent repairs were carried out in October 2016. The 
column in question had been removed by WCBC and had not been reinstated.  The Clerk 
had not been informed of the works at the time. 
 
Resolved:  To await further development.  
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(18)277PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
  

Application ref P/2018/0252 Two storey side extension 22 Maes Teg Pen-y-Cae Wrexham 

 
Resolved:  No observations 
 

18)278TO DISCUSS the MUGA 
 
The Working Group for the MUGA had met to discuss the final quote that had been sent on 
by Playforce.  Upon reviewing the three quotations, Wicksteed had appeared to offer a 
more comprehensive quotation and the price was considerably lower than the ones from 
Playforce and Sovereign. The working group recommended to full council that the area be 
developed in stages firstly concentrating solely on the MUGA and developing the skate-park 
at a later date.  All members were in favour of this.  Cllr. J. Phillips asked if Wicksteed could 
be considered in principle as a proposed bidder and invite a representative to a meeting to 
further discuss what they could offer.  Members were in favour of this.  The Chair advised 
that this should be brought to the public road show meetings and discussed with the 
residents.  
Colin Jackson from the Football Club had provided the Clerk with a quote for grass cutting 
in the MUGA area and had suggested 16 cuts a year at £40 per cut.  Members agreed that 
this was a reasonable price but that it would not need to be cut as many times.  Members 
asked if the clerk could liaise with Mr Jackson to accept his quote but that cuts between 10 
and 12 per year should be acceptable and anything in addition should be discussed with the 
Clerk.  

 
Resolved: That the Clerk should arrange a meeting with Wicksteed 
 That the Clerk should accept the quote for grass cutting but to engage 

at least 10 but no more than 12 cuts per year.  
 
 
 

(18)279 TO DISCUSS Welsh Language Policy 
 

The Clerk and Cllr. Dr. Sian Evans had met with Sue Wyn Jones at WCBC on the 6th 
April to discuss the possibility of writing a Welsh Language Policy for the Community 
Council.  Mrs Wyn Jones had confirmed that Community Councils currently had no legal 
obligation to provide a Welsh Language Policy or to provide any of its documents and 
policies bilingually.  However it was considered good practice to recognise the Welsh 
Language and to assist where possible.  Mrs Wyn Jones advised that Pen-y-Cae 
Community Council were already taking steps to recognise and support its welsh 
speaking residents as the website was fully bilingual and gave some advice on how to 
develop this further.  Mrs Wyn Jones had provided the Clerk with slides recently given 
as a presentation to the Wrexham Town and Community Council Forum on the Welsh 
Language policy.  Mrs Wyn Jones suggested that the Community Council adopt a 
mission statement outlining its intentions.  Members agreed that this had been very 
helpful and would look into incorporating this into the website. 
 
Resolved: to await further development.   
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(18)280 TO DISCUSS Citizens Advice Bureau 
  

The Clerk along with the Chair and Vice Chair had met with members of Rhos Community 
Council to discuss the joint SLA with the Citizens Advice Bureau for outreach sessions held 
in the communities.  At the meeting it was discussed that Pen-y-Cae sessions could be 
moved to the library in Rhos to alleviate potential costs involved with providing a chaperone 
and rent for the building.  Members of Rhos Community Council agreed that this would be 
acceptable and agreed to discuss it with full council.  Subsequently, the Clerk had received 
notification from Wendy Owens, Clerk to Rhos Community Council that full council resolved 
to accept the proposal to hold all sessions at Rhos Library.  The Chair asked members 
present to vote on the above proposal, all members were in favour.  The Chair then gave 
the Clerk permission to move this forward in partnership with Rhos Community Council.  

 
Resolved: That the Clerk should liaise with Wendy Owens at Rhos Community Council 

and the Citizens Advice Bureau to move things forward.  
 
 
(18)281TO RECEIVE General Correspondence 
  

A letter received from Ysgol Dinas Bran asking for financial support for improvements to the 
school hall.  This would be placed with grant applications and discussed in February 2019. 
 
A report from WCBC to inform of the Welsh Government’s Landfill Disposals Tax 
Communities Scheme.  This could be explored for the purpose of funding for the 
Community Centre. 
 
Information on a drop in session for youth support grants on the 22nd May.  The Clerk had 
forwarded this to Alison Tyan for her Funky Milkshakes project.  
 
The Kindgom Monthly report for March.  This had been sent out to members by email. 
 
An email from OWL Cymru detailing the rise in burglaries in the area.  The email also gave 
details of doorstep crime prevention methods such as sneak alarms and door alarms.  Cllr. 
G. Edwards asked the Clerk if a representative could be invited to the information evening 
being held on the 21st June in conjunction with the Community Agent.  
 
An email from OVW detailing training courses for Community Councils.  The Clerk had 
been given permission by the finance committee to attend the making effective grant 
applications course.  
 
A letter from Bobarth Children’s Therapy Centre Wales asking to be considered for grant 
funding. This would be placed with grant applications and discussed in February 2019. 
 

(18)282 MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Resolved:  To note receipt of the following: 

1. Information from Julian Holland at Virgin Media with an update of the installation of the 
Virgin Media network roll out within Wrexham County Borough.  

2. A letter from WCBC detailing the deposit consultation on the Wrexham Local 
Development Plan from Monday 9

th
 April till Thursday 31

st
 May 2018.  

3. A letter from Google with details on how to make your business stand out on Google.  
4. Four promotional magazines from Viking Direct with details of stationery offers.  
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 (18)283ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 
 
The following issues were raised under the above heading:  
 

1. Cllr Dr. S. Evans advised that she had received some positive comments regarding 
the daffodils planted at the War Memorial. This had also been noted on Social 
Media.  It was discussed whether poppy seeds could be planted in addition to the 
daffodils.  This would be revisited in future. 

2. Cllr. Dr. S. Evans sought clarification on the date of the May meeting as the current 
date of the 28th May was a bank holiday.  Members agreed that the 4th June would 
be the most convenient date for all.  

3. Cllr. C. Davies noted that there had been reports of an individual begging outside the 
shops in Rhos.  The Police were aware of this but wanted to make people aware and 
to be vigilant.  

4. The Chair wished to congratulate Cllr. Nick Claffey in his absence for the Rhodri 
Morgan award given to him recently. 

5. The Chair advised that he had been speaking with Adrian Bennet’s son and had 
advised that he was still a very keen gardener.  The Chair asked for members 
permission to purchase a spade and a rose bush for Adrian in recognition for all of 
his hard work in the Community over the years.  All members were in favour.  

 
(18)284FINANCE 

The Finance Sub-Committee met before the meeting at 6.30pm. 
 
The Clerk had prepared the risk assessment for review.  Members agreed to take away and 
make any suggestions for amendments at the next meeting.  
 
The Clerk had asked permission to attend the OVW training course on Making Effective 
Grant Applications, permission was granted in principle following approval by full council.  
 
The Clerk had received the renewal fee and documents for the Community Council’s 
insurance policy.  It was agreed that the Clerk should seek two other comparative quotes 
for review by the next meeting.  The Clerk should also check to see if the red telephone box 
was on the asset register.  

.  
 

Payments 
The following payments were approved for March 

  
102704 – Griffiths tool hire – equipment for installing noticeboards 13.50 
102705– WCBC – school crossing patrols 329.00 
102706 – Viking direct – filing cabinet 242.35 

           102707– HMRC – Tax & NI 565.69 
102708 – Viking direct – suspension files 85.01 
102709 – Penycae Football Club - grant 1000.00 
102710 - Salary 994.31 
102711 – expenses 61.17 
102712 – Salary 872.29 
102713 – postage 3.35 
102714 – gift for Doreen (community centre) 20.00 
102715 – Penycae Community Centre Management Committee – luncheon club funds 
 419.76 
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102716 – NJ Landscaping – installation of noticeboard 180.00 
102717 – Jones lighting – maintenance 598.08 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


