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PEN-Y-CAE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the of the Pen-y-Cae Community Council Meeting held on Monday 23rd July 2018.  
 
PRESENT 
     Chair – Cllr D.A. Thomas 
           
Cllr. Mr J.C. Phillips        Cllr. Mrs C. Davies  
Cllr. Mr K. Gilpin        Cllr. Mr R. Salisbury  
Cllr. Mrs. P. Matthews       Cllr. Mr. N. Claffey 
Cllr. Mr G. Edwards        Cllr. Miss P. Davies 
Cllr. Mrs. J. Lowe        Cllr. Ms A. Phillips 
 
PCSO Tim Edwards for item number 4 on the agenda - Police Matters 
Mr Aled Powell who had attended as an observer.  
         
 
(18)323 APOLOGIES 
            Apologies for absence were received from:    Cllr. Mrs J. Jones  
                    Cllr. Dr S.E. Evans 
          Cllr. Mrs. S. Jones 
 
18)324DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 Cllrs. J. Phillips and J. Lowe declared interest in item number 7 on the agenda – To Discuss 
Kingdom Operations.  

 
It was agreed to suspend standing orders for item number 4 on the agenda – Police 
Matters.  

 
(18)325POLICE MATTERS 
 

Reported Crimes 
During the period 23rd of June 2018 to 22nd July 2018 the following crimes had been 
reported. 
    

 Criminal Damage – 1 
Anti-Social Behaviour – 2 
Theft (other) – 2 
Drugs - 1 

 
PCSO Edwards advised that there was plans for an off road bike op being discussed and 
the use of the drones would hopefully be utilised.  PCSO Edwards also gave details of an 
operation in conjunction with Trading Standards informing people of door step crime, 
focussing on elderly and vulnerable people in the community as there had been a number 
of incidents recently where people posing as tradesmen had committed crimes, although no 
reports had been made in Pen-y-Cae.   
PCSO Edwards advised that he planned to call in to the new Pupil Referral Unit to check on 
the CCTV features and to see what their long term plans for security were. 
 
Matters Raised by Members 
Cllr. G. Edwards raised the issue of the overgrown grass on the fields belonging to the PRU 
as he thought it may be a fire issue owing to the very dry weather we had experienced.  
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PCSO Edwards advised that this was already being addressed and Cllr. J. Phillips 
confirmed that the grass would be being cut later that week.  
Cllr. J. Phillips asked if there was any update on the speeding vehicle that had been 
reported through 101, PCSO Edwards advised that he was aware of the report and would 
follow up on the details.  
Cllr. J. Phillips also asked PCSO Edwards if patrols could be stepped up on the old railway 
line as there had been reports of drug dealing in the vicinity although there was no set 
pattern of times.  
Cllr. J. Phillips advised that there had been a number of incidents where children had been 
lighting plastic bottles and inhaling fumes on the grass verges on Ffordd Llanerch and 
asked PCSO Edwards if he could look into this.  
Cllr. P. Matthews advised that she was not satisfied with the response from PCSO Edwards 
concerning the parked vehicle on Oakleigh where he had stated that in his opinion, the 
vehicle in question was not posing an obstruction.  Cllr. Matthews advised that the children 
in the estate had the right to play safely on the grassed areas and were prevented from 
doing so as the vehicle was parked in such a manner that their safe viewing of the road was 
obscured and they were at risk of traffic accidents.  Cllr. Matthews had been raising this 
same issue for over 12 months and was not happy that a satisfactory result had still not 
been achieved.  PCSO Edwards confirmed that he would visit the resident once more and 
ask them to be more mindful of where the vehicle was parked in future.  
Cllr. C. Davies reported incidents involving some female youths who had been observed 
using foul language and behaving inappropriately in the Play Park on Afoneitha and asked 
PSCO Edwards to keep an eye on the area.  
 
The Chair thanked PCSO Tim for his attendance; following this he left the meeting.  

 
(18)326MINUTES 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 25th June copies having previously been circulated, 
were approved and adopted subject to the following corrections. 
 
(18) 322 – Postage amount was £5.70  
   

(18)327 MATTERS ARISING from the minutes 
  

1. Path on the Railway Line 
The Clerk had received a response from Darren Williams at WCBC to say that 
unfortunately the Streetscene service was not in a position to assist with the matter. Mr 
Williams also advised that he was not aware of any external funding opportunities but 
had forwarded a copy of the letter to the Head of Housing and Economy to ask if his 
team were aware of any options that may be explored. Cllr. J. Phillips advised that he 
had spoken with David Hesketh over the matter and was arranging a site visit  
 
Resolved: That Cllr. J. Phillips would hold a site meeting with Mr Hesketh and 

report back at the next meeting.  
 

2. Citizens Advice Bureau 
The Clerk had spoken with Wendy Owens, Clerk to Rhos Community Council who had 
confirmed that members were happy to sign the Service Level Agreement and had 
already done so and returned it to Gaynor Roberts.  Mrs Owens had confirmed that 
members were happy with the price increases and that they seemed proportionate. The 
Clerk had confirmed that the last time the CAB had included a price rise was 2004.  The 
Chair asked members present if they were happy for him to sign the SLA and for it to be 
returned, all members were in favour of this.  The Chair signed the agreement.   
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Resolved:  The Clerk would send this back to the Citizen Advice Bureau.  
 
 

3. Nettles on the Pant/Afoneitha Playground  
Cllr. J. Phillips advised that there was some confusion over who was responsible for the 
maintenance of the nettles along the footpath and was currently being dealt with by 
Denise Garland, Craig Youens and the Rugby Club.  Cllrs J. Phillips and K. Gilpin had 
already taken some action themselves and had cut back a large section. 
 
Resolved:  to await further information.   
 

4. Remunerations to members 
The Clerk had only received responses from some members regarding their decision to 
claim remunerations and asked for responses from those who were yet to do so. 
 
Resolved:  that all members would write to the Clerk to advise of their decision.   
 

5. Old BMX Track 
The Clerk had met with two contractors on site to discuss quotations for removal of the 
overgrown vegetation and there had been some confusion over the boundaries and how 
far back the clearance needed to go.  The Chair confirmed that it was only the enclosed 
‘field’ itself which would need to be cleared at this stage.  The Clerk would confirm with 
the contractors and progress with quotations.  
 
Resolved:  to await further communication.  
 

6. Overgrown Hedges 
Steve Jones of Streetscene at WCBC had replied to the Clerk to say that he would 
address the overgrown hedge issue on Cristionydd.  The Clerk had also received 
correspondence from Cllr. Gilpin following a complaint over hedges on Hall Street and 
she had passed the details on to Streetscene.  
 
Resolved:  To await further information 
 

7. Pupil Referral Unit.  
The Clerk had contacted Dafydd Ifans asking what steps he had or would be taking to 
engage positively with the community regarding the installation of the Pupil Referral Unit 
following assurances mad by him and Cllr. Phillip Wynn at the meeting held back in 
March.  Mr Ifans had provided a response which gave a very detailed breakdown of the 
programme of works and included an invitation to members to view the building on its 
completion but had not addressed the initial question.   
 
Resolved: That the Clerk send further correspondence to Mr Ifans asking him to 

provide an answer to the question that was asked of him.  
 

8. Garage area at Coed-y-Graig 
Claire Reese the Rhos Estate manager for WCBC had responded to correspondence 
sent to Steve Bayley concerning the speeding issue on the car park to the rear of Coed-
y-Graig to say that letters had been delivered to residents asking them to consider their 
speed in the area.  Ms Reese also advised that she had been in contact with Highways 
to enquire regarding installation of speed bumps. It was suggested that the Clerk should 
contact Darren Green and ask about the possibility of installing speed awareness signs. 
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Resolved: That the Clerk would liaise with Darren Green regarding speed 

awareness signage.  
 

The Chair addressed Mr Powell before the Agenda was commenced, and asked did he 
have any issues that he wished to discuss.  Mr Powell asked that as the Standing Orders 
were being revised, could Council add some clarity on how to raise issues with the 
Community Council.  

 
(18)328 ISSUES RELATING TO OLDER PEOPLE 

Ffion Morus, Community Agent had submitted her monthly report which had been circulated 
to members prior to the meeting.  Ffion had given details of her visits and referrals for the 
month.  Ffion had also provided some statistics based on information submitted in her 
quarterly reports to Adult Social Care.  There had been 12 new referrals for the quarter and 
50% of the cases had been to discuss reducing isolation.  83% of the clients visited had felt 
the service had made a positive difference.  
The Clerk had not been able to obtain an answer from Ruabon Community Council 
regarding the agreement for the mobile phone for Ffion as there had been a handover of 
Clerks.  The Chair advised that the Clerk should go ahead with the phone contract as 
planned and discuss the details with Ruabon’s new Clerk as soon as possible.  
Cllr. C. Davies advised that at a recent visit to Beech Avenue Medical Practice in Rhos she 
had been discussing the Community Agent Scheme with Dr Saul and was surprised to 
discover that he knew nothing about it.  Dr Saul had asked for Ffion’s contact details, which 
Cllr. Davies provided and he assured her that he would make contact.  Ffion and the Clerk 
had previously sent correspondence via the Practice Manager which had clearly not been 
filtered down to the senior partners and staff.  Cllr. J. Lowe and J. Phillips asked if they 
could be provided with the Practice Manager’s details.  
 
Resolved:  That the Clerk would pass on the Practice Manager’s details to Cllrs. J. 

Lowe and J. Phillips.  
 
 
 (18)329 STREET LIGHTING 

Cllr. G. Edwards advised that he needed to leave the meeting following his input for this 
agenda item as he had matters of a personal nature to attend to.  
 
Reports 
A report had been received detailing repairs and maintenance visits carried out for July. 
 
Resolved:  Noted  
 
Maintenance Contract 
Cllr. G. Edwards advised that the new maintenance contract tenders had been issued to 
four select contractors who had been given a deadline of the 3rd September to return them.  
A meeting between the new consortia of Rhos, Pen-y-Cae, Bangor on Dee, Coedpoeth and 
Minera had been arranged for 7pm on the 3rd September to review the bids and to decide 
on the award of the new contract.  Cllr. Edwards had informed the Clerks that any 
representatives present at this meeting must be given delegated authority to make a 
decision on behalf of their respective Community Councils for the award of the new 
contract.  Cllr. Edwards also noted that we were now in the tender period and as such all 
queries must come via himself as the engineer or the Clerk to Pen-y-Cae Community 
Council.  Cllr. Edwards urged as many councillors to attend as possible and asked if any 
new members wished to put themselves forward to join the street lighting committee.  Cllr. 
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N. Claffey and R. Salisbury agreed to join the subcommittee and to attend the meeting on 
the 3

rd
. 

 
Resolved:   To await the decision made on 3rd September. 
 
Salix Loan  
The Clerk had received confirmation that the new estimated figures presented to Salix of 
£39,220.00 were still within their compliance parameters and the Clerk could now 
commence with the funding application. 
 
Resolved: noted.  
 
The Chair thanked Cllr. Edwards for all of his hard work on the project so far.  Following this 
Cllr. Edwards left the meeting.  

 
(18)330PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

There were no planning applications to discuss for the period  
 
(18)331 TO DISCUSS the MUGA 

The Clerk had liaised with Nigel Harper who advised that he could not accept the works 
based on his original quotation and had revised the figure to £1800 plus disposal of the 
rubber matting once the tonnage was quantified.  The Finance Committee had discussed 
the matter prior to the meeting and found that it would still prove best value to accept 
Nigel’s new quotation and move forward with the development as soon as possible.  The 
Chair asked members if they were in favour of accepting the quote for removal of the 
existing structure.  All members were in favour. 
Adam Brookes from Wicksteed had contacted the Clerk to arrange a pre-installation 
meeting on site for Thursday 26th July.  Cllrs. J. Phillips and K. Gilpin agreed to attend. 
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would ask NJ Landscaping if he would accept the works 

for removal of the structure. 
 That the Clerk and Cllrs. J. Phillips and K. Gilpin would attend the pre 

installation meeting on the 26th July.   
 
 

(18)332 TO DISCUSS Kingdom Operations 
As Cllrs. J. Lowe and J. Phillips had declared interest in this agenda item, they asked for 
clarification from the Chair whether they could remain present.  The Chair advised that they 
could remain present provided they did not take part in the discussion.  
The Clerk had provided members with the Kingdom reports for June and July.  On 
inspection of the figures provided, no fixed penalties had been issued in Pen-y-Cae for 
littering, dog fouling or cigarette dropping.  There were no comments from members on the 
delivery of the scheme.  
 
Resolved: noted.  
 
The Chair asked that item number 10 on the agenda – To Discuss planting for the War 
Memorial Gardens should be deferred to the September meeting.  

 
(18)333 TO DISCUSS funding options for installation of a Pedestrian Crossing at the School 

The Clerk had been in discussion with Graham Lloyd of WCBC regarding funding options 
for the installation of a pedestrian crossing up at the School in Pen-y-Cae and he had 
informed that there was some part funding available if the Community Council could agree 
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to fund some of the project.  Mr Lloyd had asked Council to decide how much they were 
willing to put forward.  The Vice Chair proposed a figure of up to £5000; all members were 
in favour of this amount.  Cllr. J. Phillips asked that if there was a shortfall then could 
community benefit options be explored.  The Chair asked that the Clerk liaise with Mr Lloyd 
and progress the matter as soon as possible and that if any further queries arose to liaise 
with Cllrs. J. Phillips and J, Lowe.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk should liaise with Graham Lloyd of WCBC and progress 

the matter as soon as possible.  
  
(18)334 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

An email from Martin Howorth on the Wrexham Rights of Way Improvement Plan: Statutory 
Consultation.  The Clerk had emailed copies of this out to all members 
 
Gemma Rose from the North Wales Wildlife Trust had emailed the Clerk regarding possible 
dates for training for the Knotweed Spraying Course and had asked if weekends were 
convenient, the Clerk had confirmed that weekends were preferable and asked for 
information to be forwarded as soon as possible.  
 
Joanne Rogers of WCBC had forwarded the monthly reports for Kingdom for July; the Clerk 
had previously circulated these to members.  
 
A gentleman had contacted the Clerk to note his concern that minutes were not available in 
the library in Rhos for inspection by the public. Upon investigating the matter, the Clerk had 
confirmed that there were in fact all up to date copies of the minutes available in the library 
and that the confusion lay in the dates.  There had been two meetings in June as the May 
meeting was deferred due to the bank holiday and therefore no minutes with a May date 
and the minutes for the 25th June had not yet been ratified so were unavailable for public 
inspection. The Clerk had relayed this information to the gentleman.  The gentleman had 
also requested a copy of the agenda for the meeting this evening and a copy of the minutes 
that he had not viewed.  The Clerk provided the agenda but advised that if he wished to 
receive copies of the minutes then there would be a charge for the printing cost. 
 
A lady had contacted the Clerk on behalf of her disabled daughter who was a resident in 
Pen-y-Cae.  The lady concerned had recently experienced great difficulty in accessing the 
Pant with her mobility scooter as the chicane barrier was not wide enough to allow her to 
pass through.  The lady concerned was very distressed and had to rely on passers-by to 
help her enter and exit the footpath. The lady’s mother had been advised by a member of 
staff at WCBC that the Community Council were responsible for the Pant and she was 
asking for help in resolving the issue.  The Clerk had responded to the lady to say that it 
was WCBC who were responsible for the access on the Pant and would bring the matter to 
full council who could advise on the best course of action.  The Chair suggested that the 
Clerk contact the lady and ask if she wished for the Clerk to take up the complaint on her 
behalf and direct correspondence to Martin Howorth and David Hesketh.  Cllr. J. Phillips 
asked the Clerk for the lady’s permission to share her contact details with him and he would 
see what he could do to assist.  
 
Pamela Evans, the Secretary of the Village Hall had contacted the Clerk to enquire 
regarding litter bins following complaints that litter was accumulating in the yard in front of 
the Village Hall.  Ms Evans had asked for advice on the matter.  It was suggested that the 
Clerk write back advising that they were welcome to install new litter bins of their own but 
they would have to be emptied and maintained at their own cost.  
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(18)335 MISCELLANEOUS 
Resolved:  To note receipt of the following: 

1. A email from Rebecca Roberts offering her services as a Welsh Language 
translator 

2. An online brochure from Kompan detailing play equipment 
3. A brochure from HAGS detailing play equipment 
4. Promotional brochures from Viking detailing stationery offers.  
5.  

(18)336 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 
The following issues were raised under the above heading:  
 

1. Cllr. N. Claffey advised that he had been in discussions with the Scout Leaders regarding 
the use of their fields for play sessions for children in the top part of the village; this was not 
proving a viable space so he was looking into alternative areas.  Cllr. J. Lowe advised that 
the greens in Groesfan were designated for play and suggested that he consider this or 
possibly the Rec.  

2. The Chair had purchased a garden fork and spade to be gifted to Adrian Bennet as a thank 
you for all of his hard work and dedication to the community over the years and asked the 
Clerk to source some plaques to be added to them expressing our gratitude. The Chair 
asked for one to be engraved in English and one in Welsh. 

 
  

(18)337 FINANCE 
 

Payments 
The following payments were approved for July 
  
102741– HMRC Tax & NI 514.01 
102742– Wrexham & district CAB – outreach services 5642.78 
102743– Jones Lighting - maintenance 616.90 
102744- Salary 872.29 
102745 - postage 22.44 
102746 - salary 994.31 
102747 - mileage 34.89 
102748 – Penycae steering group - newsletter 45.00 
 
 
 
 


