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PEN-Y-CAE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the of the Pen-y-Cae Community Council Meeting held on Monday 24th June 2019.  
.   
 
PRESENT 
     Chair – Cllr. P. Davies      
    
Cllr. Mrs C. Davies        Cllr. Dr S.E. Evans 
Cllr. Mrs. S. Jones          Cllr. Mrs. P. Matthews         
Cllr. Ms A. Phillips        Cllr. Mr. G. Edwards 
Cllr. Mr J.C. Phillips                   Cllr. Mr. D.A Thomas          
Cllr. R. Salisbury        Cllr. N. Claffey             
Cllr. Mrs. J. Lowe 
        
PC Mark Sayer and PCSO Neil Green for item number 4 on the agenda – Police Matters.  
Ann Ledsham of the DWP for item number 10 on the agenda – To receive a presentation on 
Universal Credit arranged by Cllr. P. Davies   
 
 
(19)97 APOLOGIES 
            Apologies for absence were received from:    Cllr. Mrs J. Jones 

Cllr. K. Gilpin  
 
It was agreed to suspend standing orders for item number 4 on the agenda – Police Matters 
 
(19)98POLICE MATTERS 

Reported Crimes 
 
27/05/2019 – 24/06/2019 
 
Anti-social behaviour personal – 3 
Anti-social behaviour nuisance - 4 
Burglary – 1 
Theft – 5 
Criminal Damage – 5 
 
Also noted in the crime figures were 3 x assaults on Police Officers when dealing with an 
incident 
 
Resolved:  Noted 

 
Matters Raised by Members  
The Chair asked if there had been further complaints regarding motor bikes in the area, PC 
Sayer advised that there hadn’t been any but there were plans for a speed gun op.  
Cllr. J. Phillips thanked the officers present for the noticeable increase in police patrols in 
the village and asked if there was a possibility that the drugs dog could be brought onto the 
estate.  PC Mark Sayer advised that he would put in a request for this.  Cllr. J, Phillips also 
asked if foot patrols had been increased in the hot spot areas.  PC Sayer advised that when 
possible they had been and would continue targeting these areas.  
Cllr. C. Davies advised of some incidents around the bus stop near to the park, PC Sayer 
advised that he would request for the CCTV footage to be viewed.  
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The Chair thanked the officers for dealing with the issues brought to their attention despite 
the limited resources available to them.  Following this they left the meeting.  
 

19)99DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 Cllr. J. Phillips wished to declare interest in item number 15 on the agenda – Planning 
Applications.   

 
(19)100 MINUTES 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 3rd June 2019 copies having previously been 
circulated, were approved and adopted. 
 
The Chair asked members for their agreement to suspend standing orders for item number 
10 on the agenda - To receive a presentation on Universal Credit.  All members were in 
agreement.  

 
(19)101TO RECEIVE a presentation on Universal Credit 

The Chair welcomed Ann Ledsham of the DWP to the meeting and invited her to give her 
presentation to members.  
 
Ms. Ledsham informed members that she was working for the employer and partnership 
team at the DWP and wanted to give members an insight into how the Universal Credit 
programme worked in case any members of the community were having difficulties with the 
scheme. Ms Ledsham explained that the scheme now replaced benefits such as housing 
benefit, working tax credit, child tax credit, income based job seekers allowance and income 
related employment support allowance.  It was aimed at people of working age who were 
either out of work or on a low income.  With universal credit there was also no limit to the 
amount of hours worked in a week whilst claiming.  It was explained how claimants would 
be given a work coach, depending on their circumstances and they would be allocated a 
case manager.  Through an online account system people would be able to chat to their 
case managers and work coaches and discuss any changes in circumstances or view when 
they were likely to receive payments.  Anyone who had difficulty accessing the online 
portals would be given assistance to do so and the citizens advice bureau now have a 
service helping people to claim. In addition there were staff provided at the Wrexham DWP 
office to help with face to face enquiries.  Landlords and Housing Associations could now 
have the housing benefit element paid directly to them.  Ms Ledsham explained if claimants 
were to be sanctioned for non-attendance of mandatory meetings under the scheme, the 
only payment at risk would be the personal element, therefore all housing and other benefit 
payments would still be made available, however communication between the claimants 
and the allocated coaches was key and there would always be someone available to 
discuss queries.  
Cllr. J. Lowe asked regarding the housing benefit element and asked if the direct payment 
to landlords had improved matters. Ms Ledsham advised that lessons had been learned 
along the way and they worked very closely with the housing authorities. 
Cllr. Lowe also asked regarding the work coaches and if this proved helpful to people.  Ms 
Ledsham advised that this was very successful and that although encouraging people to 
become more independent, they would always have support there if needed.  
Cllr. G. Edwards asked if payments were made for housing arrears what would be the 
maximum payment given, Ms Ledsham advised that payments were based on the housing 
association rate and that most landlords would accept the minimum amount in arrears.  
Cllr. J. Lowe asked who could request the housing benefit element to be paid directly to the 
landlord.  Ms Ledsham advised that it could be requested by either the tenant or the 
landlord.  Cllr. N. Claffey asked if both parties had to be in agreement for this, Ms Ledsham 
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explained that it depended on the individual concerned and an assessment would be made 
based on the knowledge of the client.   
Cllr. J. Phillips asked regarding sanctioned payments and if children were part of a claim 
would their payments cease due to a sanction.  Ms Ledsham advised that it would only be 
the claimant’s personal element at risk; all other payments would be issued.  
Cllr. J. Phillips also asked if there was assistance available for people filling in forms, Ms 
Ledsham advised that there was the help to claim service offered by citizens advice and 
also the staff at the DWP assigned to helping people.  
 
The Chair thanked Ms Ledsham for her presentation and hoped to be able to take this out 
to other community councils who would benefit from the information.  
 

 
(19)102 MATTERS ARISING from the minutes  

1. Dog Bag Dispensers 
The Clerk had heard back from Rhos Community Council who did not wish to purchase 
any dispensers but Cefn Community Council would be potentially interested in 5 units, 
to be confirmed following the their next meeting of full council.  Cllr. A. Thomas made a 
suggestion to purchase the remaining 5 units and hold them until the locations for 
furthering the trial were agreed upon.  Members were in agreement and the Clerk was 
instructed to liaise with Cefn Community Council to progress the order.  Cllr. J. Lowe 
asked how well the units were being used.  Cllr. J. Phillips advised that they had made 
some minor adjustments to the opening of the units to make it more difficult to pull out 
large quantities at a time. It was suggested that alternative bags were sourced as the 
ones provided were costly.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would progress the order with confirmation from Cefn 

Community Council and look into alternative suppliers of bags.  
 

2. Fly Tipping on Coed-y-Nant 
The Clerk had written to the chair of Clwyd Alyn Housing Association and had received 
a holding letter noting that the issue would be addressed in due course.  It was 
suggested that the Clerk forward a letter to the Chief Executive also.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would forward correspondence to the Chief Executive of 

Alyn Housing Association 
 

3. Disabled Access on the Pant 
The Clerk had been advised that the assets department were waiting on a start date for 
the works to commence on the Pant.  It was advised that the Clerk should ask for 
confirmation of when the works ordered and what the closing date was.   
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would ask for confirmation of when the works ordered 

and what the closing date was.   
 

4. Play Areas 
The Clerk was awaiting a response from the football club regarding the cost of the 
commercial waste collection 
 
Resolved: to await a response from the football club.   
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5. Studio Pen-y-Cae 
Cllr. Thomas had not yet received the information from his colleague regarding the 
exam centres.  
 
Resolved: To await further information.  

 
6. Music Event  

A meeting had been held in partnership with the football club to further progress on the 
planning of the music event.  It had been agreed that the event would be held on the 
24th May 2020 and would be a ticket only event with two stages providing entertainment 
from both bands and solo artists from 1pm till 8pm.  The Clerk had been instructed to 
liaise with the planning department over the initial steps and a further meeting had been 
arranged between the Club and the community council on the 27th June.  
 
Resolved:  to await further information.  
 

7. Damaged Fence 
The broken fence on Afoneitha road had still not been fixed; the Clerk had forwarded the 
complaint on via the contact centre and expressed the urgency of the matter.  
 
Resolved:  to await the repairs to be made.  

 
 

(19)103 ISSUES RELATING TO OLDER PEOPLE 
Ffion Morus, Community Agent had submitted her report to members prior to the meeting.   
Miss Morus gave details of her visits and training for the month.  Ffion was planning a falls 
prevention event at Ruabon library later in the month where the PCSOs and other 
community agents would also be in attendance.  
Matters raised by members 
It had previously been discussed that Ffion was still not receiving any referrals from Adult 
Social Care.  Cllr. A. Thomas asked the Clerk to ascertain which teams were being 
obstructive and to highlight the issue with Charlotte Walton.  
Laptop 
The Clerk had sought recommendations for a new laptop for Ffion through Simon Aston at 
Media Fields.  Simon had recommended two, one a brand new one and a high spec 
refurbished model.  Members agreed that the refurbished one would be more than 
adequate for Ffion’s needs and asked the Clerk to go and view them with Ffion in 
attendance.  If it was suitable then the Clerk should progress with the purchase. It was also 
suggested that the clerk should speak with Simon regarding the option to subscribe to office 
365 allowing the Clerk and Ffion to share the latest software updates.  
 
Resolved:   That the Clerk and Ffion would view the laptops and discuss the option 

for Microsoft 365 with Simon.  
 

(19)104 STREET LIGHTING 
 New Light 

Cllr. G. Edwards provided members with an update on the situation with the proposed new 
light on Poplar Road.  Following verbal communication with the landowner, the contractors 
had been instructed to commence works on the installation of the new light.  Due to some 
miscommunication with the contractor they had begun installation of a feeder pillar and had 
been given the incorrect instruction over the proposed route for cabling.  This had led to the 
landowners and adjoining neighbours discontent over the matter.  The Clerk had been 
instructed with permission from the Chair to write to the neighbours detailing the original 
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plans and proposed route which would not have caused too much disruption to the 
driveway.  Following the correspondence, the neighbours wrote back to say they would not 
give permission for the works to commence and that they had concerns about an additional 
light being placed in this location.  Cllr. Edwards had met with the contractor to discuss 
alternative cabling routes and had been provided with a further estimate on two possible 
alternatives.  The first option came in at £7950 + vat and the second at £8275 + vat which 
was much more than the original quote of £3630.  Members were in agreement that this 
would prove far too costly and that the option of a solar light could be explored.  Cllr. 
Edwards had reservations about the suitability of a solar light as the column was positioned 
under a large tree canopy.   
 
Resolved:   That the Clerk would write to the neighbours offering a further apology 

and to request permission to remove the feeder pillar from their 
property.  
That the Clerk would look into the option of a solar light for the column.  

 
 Energy costs 

The Clerk had received the first energy bill since the lights had been upgraded to LED and 
the savings had been very noticeable at roughly 64% less than the last quarter.   
 
Resolved:  To monitor the energy bills. 
 
Upgrades 
Cllr. John Phillips asked if the Clerk could ascertain a rough date for the completion of the 
remaining lights left to upgrade 
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would liaise with the contractor and find out an 

estimated completion date.  
 
Cllr. J. Lowe left the meeting.  

 
 
(19)105 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

There were no planning applications for the period.  
 
Resolved: noted.  
 

(19)106 TO DISCUSS Stage two of the MUGA development 
It had been agreed that a fresh consultation must be undertaken with the youth and the 
adults in the community to determine what the next stage of the development would be.  
The Chair suggested that the Clerk contact the funders she had spoken with to see what 
they would like to see as a minimum requirement and to go from there.  It was suggested 
that the consultation take place with the schools in the area and also the youth groups such 
as the scouts with a paper based and an online consultation to reach a wider audience.  It 
was suggested that the Clerk should see if any sample questionnaires were available from 
resources such as One Voice Wales and to see if Catherine Speed still had the original 
consultation documents from the exercise carried out by Communities First.  It was 
suggested that Ffion could assist the clerk with the consultation work and to engage the 
older people in the community with the consultation process.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk find out what the minimum level of consultation needed 

would entail.  
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(19)107TO RECEIVE the Internal Auditors Report.  
The Finance Committee read the Internal Auditors Report at the Finance Committee 
meeting and recommended to council to accept the report and approve the audit based on 
the following recommendations. 
 
1. The bank reconciliation contains a number of out of date unpresented cheques totalling 

£208.88. The out of date cheques should be reviewed and if necessary reissued.  The 
out of date cheques should then be written out of the accounts in 19/20 by deducting 
from payments in the cashbook.  

2. The standing orders must state that tenders must be obtained for tenders in excess of 
£500.  They do not state how many tenders should be obtained. The Clerk had provided 
the incorrect copy to the auditor and had since provided them with the updated version 
which details 3 tenders should be obtained for contracts in excess of £500.  

3. The Council have incurred significant expenditure on the installation of a MUGA.  This 
has not resulted in an increase in fixed assets.  The Council should seek further 
guidance from the external auditor as to whether some or all of the expenditure should 
be capitalised.   

4. Staff costs on the annual return is incorrect.  The payroll returns show that total pay, 
pension and HMRC is £27942.  The annual return should be amended as follows 3. 
Total other receipts = £20438 4. Staff Costs = £27942 6. Total other payments = £9246.  
The Clerk had included the gross figures instead of the Net figures.  
 

Resolved:  That the points outlined be addressed as recommended.  
 
(19)108TO DISCUSS PLANTING of the War Memorial Gardens 

Due to illness the Chair had been unable to meet with Cllr. Gilpin prior to his holiday to 
discuss the suggestions for plants to be added to the flower beds therefore it was agreed to 
leave the planting of the beds until the winter when some pansies could be planted ahead 
of the Remembrance Day Service.  Cllr. J. Phillips asked what was to be decided regarding 
the plants for the area outside the entrance to the Pant.  It was agreed to wait until Cllr. 
Gilpin was back from holiday and could arrange to meet with the Chair to discuss suitability.  
 
Resolved:  To await the Chair’s meeting with Cllr. Gilpin  

 
(19)109GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

An email from David Jones asking further information regarding the stones used in the walls 
and stone ruins at Newtown.  It was suggested that the Clerk forward the email onto the 
history society to see if they are able to assist.  
 
An email from One Voice Wales giving details of online learning modules for clerks and 
councillors.  The Clerk would send out the link once the membership was confirmed. 
 
An email with a nomination form for the Wrexham Area Civic Society Awards.  Cllr. G. 
Edwards suggested that the renovated Capel-y-Groes could be nominated.   

 
 
(19)110MISCELLANEOUS 
Resolved:  To note receipt of the following: 

1. A letter from the Children’s Wales Air Ambulance thanking the Community Council 
for their donation and details of what donations are spent on.  

2. An email giving details of some public information events being held in the Catrin 
Finch Centre giving details on the North and Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency’s 
forthcoming schemes happening on the A483 junctions 3 to 6.  
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3. A promotional leaflet from HAGS detailing playground equipment 
4. Promotional brochures from Viking Direct detailing offers on stationery.  

 
(19)111 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 
The following issues were raised under the above heading:  
 

1. Cllr. A. Thomas wished to remind members that when undertaking business with external 
organisations to be mindful that they should not represent the community council without 
permission to do so.  

2. Cllr. J. Phillips asked the Clerk if the neighbourhood watch team had confirmed attendance 
for the next meeting.  The Clerk advised that they had.  Cllr. Phillips also asked if the clerk 
had received the information from Graham Lloyd about the interactive speed signs.  The 
Clerk was awaiting a detailed email from Graham with information he had requested from 
the supplier.  

3. Cllr. C. Davies advised that there was a tree outside the bungalows on Afoneitha Road 
which was leaning over quite severely and could present a hazard if we were to experience 
high winds.  The Clerk would report the matter to WCBC. 

4. The Chair asked if an email could be sent to Ann. Ledsham to thank her for her 
presentation earlier that evening.  
 

(19)112 FINANCE 
 
 The Finance Committee met prior to the meeting at 6.30pm 
  

Payments 
The following payments were approved for June  
  
102828 – EDF Energy – Unmetered Supply £758.72 
102829 – Zurich  - Insurance £924.87 
102830 – One Voice Wales - Membership £181.00 
102831 – JDH Business Services – Internal Audit  £255.00 
102832 – members expenses £150.00 
102833 – members expenses £150.00 
102834 – WCBC – Inspection & maintenance play areas £2014.20 
   
Bank Transfer – Salary, postage  £1246.63 
Bank Transfer – Salary & mileage £1077.23 

.  


