
1 

 

PEN-Y-CAE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the of the Pen-y-Cae Community Council Meeting held on Monday 23rd September 
2019.  
 
 
PRESENT 
     Chair – Cllr. P. Davies      
    
Cllr. Mrs C. Davies        Cllr. Dr S.E. Evans 
Cllr. Mrs. S. Jones          Cllr. Mrs. P. Matthews         
Cllr. Mr. G. Edwards        Cllr. Mrs. J. Lowe 
Cllr. Mr J.C. Phillips                   Cllr. K. Gilpin   
       
        
Ffion Morus, Community Agent for item number 5 on the agenda – Issues Relating to Older 
People 
 
(19)128 APOLOGIES 
            Apologies for absence were received from:    Cllr. Mrs J. Jones 

Cllr. N. Claffey             
Cllr. R. Salisbury 
Cllr. Mr. D.A Thomas           
Cllr. Ms A. Phillips 

 
19)129DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 Cllr. J. Phillips wished to declare interest in item number 7 on the agenda – Planning 
Applications.   

 
(19)130MINUTES 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 22nd July 2019 copies having previously been 
circulated, were approved and adopted. 
 

(19)131 MATTERS ARISING from the minutes  
1. Dog Bag Dispensers 

The Clerk had received confirmation from Wybone that the dispensers and bags would 
be delivered the week ending 27th September.  Once they had been delivered the Clerk 
would liaise with Cllrs. Gilpin and J. Phillips to discuss installation.  
 
Resolved: To await the delivery of the dispensers.  

 
2. Fly Tipping on Coed-y-Nant 

The Clerk and Cllr. Gilpin had met with a reporter from the Daily Post at the beginning of 
August to highlight the frustration over the lack of ownership of the fly tipping along the 
river bank on Coed-y-Nant.  To date nothing had been printed in the paper.  Members 
agreed that owing to the season, the litter had become hidden by the vegetation and 
once the greenery had died down for the winter; the matter could be picked up once 
again and photographs could be taken.  
Cllrs. J. Phillips and J. Lowe advised of a partnership initiative with WCBC and HMP 
Berwyn where community groups and volunteer organisations would be encouraged to 
work in partnership with the prison service on local projects.  The Clerk was asked to 
contact Darren Williams of WCBC for more information. 
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Resolved: To leave the matter on hold until the litter could be seen more clearly 
and photographed.  

 That the Clerk contact Darren Williams for more information on the 
partnership programme with HMP Berwyn.  

 
3. Disabled Access on the Pant 

The Clerk had met with Simon Roberts and Aled Pugh-Jones on the Pant at the 
beginning of August where suitable access adaptations had been discussed at both 
entrances.  The Clerk had requested updates from both Simon Roberts and Mr Pugh 
Jones since the meeting and to date had not received a response.    
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would inform Steve Bailey that once again there had 

been no response to the request for an update.  
 

4. Play Areas 
The Clerk had been given costings from WCBC on a commercial waste collection and 
needed to arrange a site visit with other companies to gain prices.  This had not been 
arranged yet and the Clerk was liaising with the club to arrange these meetings.  It was 
agreed that in the meantime the Clerk should ask WCBC to site the bin as originally 
discussed and that Cllrs K. Gilpin and J. Phillips would empty the bin for the time being.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk continue discussions with the football club regarding the 

commercial waste collections and ask WCBC to install the bin on the 
MUGA site. 

 
5. Music Event  

The working party met on the 25th July and discussed the ticket prices, running times of 
the festival and the types of bands to be booked.  The event would be limited to 499 
attendees including staff and artists.  The name decided on for the festival would be 
Rock the Cae and a social media platform for the event would be created in the near 
future.  A further meeting on the 3rd October would take place and a report would be 
given at the next meeting of full council. 
 
Resolved:  to await further updates.  

 
6. Interactive Speed Signs 

There had still been no information from Graham Lloyd on the cost of the interactive 
speed signs as he was awaiting a visit from the manufacturer to discuss a bulk order 
which could decrease the cost.  The Clerk had contacted several manufacturers of the 
signs and had only found one who could produce the specification required.  TWM had 
provided prices and installation costs.  Mega Electrical, the community council’s street 
lighting engineers had also provided installation costs.  Prior to any decisions made, it 
was agreed to identify the prospective sites for the signs and send out consultation 
letters to residents in the immediate vicinity of the signs first to see if there would be any 
objections to the proposal.  Cllrs G. Edwards, J. Lowe, J. Phillips, K. Gilpin and P. 
Davies would meet on the 25th September and identify potential sites.  
 
Resolved: That members would meet and discuss potential sites for the signs and 

once identified the Clerk would send out consultation letters to 
residents.  
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7. Bench on Plas Bennion 
The Clerk had found some suitable benches and passed round some images to 
members for their consideration.  It was agreed that the residents of Plas Bennion 
should be consulted prior to the placement of the bench in case there were any 
objections.  It was agreed that the Clerk should ask Nigel Harper for a cost for installing 
the bench and to ask WCBC for permission to install the bench.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would seek permission from WCBC on the placement of 

the bench 
 That the Clerk would send out letters to residents consulting on the 

proposal to install a bench. 
 That the Clerk would obtain a cost for installing the bench.  

 
The Chair asked members present if they consented to suspend standing orders and take matters 
out of sequence for item number 5 on the agenda – Issues Relating to Older People.  Members 
were all in agreement. 
 

 
(19)132 ISSUES RELATING TO OLDER PEOPLE 

The Chair welcomed Ffion Morus, Community Agent to the meeting.  Ffion had submitted 
her report to members prior to the meeting.   
Miss Morus gave details of her visits and meetings for the month.  Ffion had been working 
closely with Communities for Work and gaining information on enabling people to gain 
confidence and returning to work.  Ffion gave details on works she had done with clients 
enabling them to have assessments for adaptations made to their homes.  Ffion advised 
that there had been no new referrals for Pen-y-Cae for the period but had arranged a 
presentation at Gardden Road surgery along with the Community Agent from Rhos to 
discuss the social prescribing model and linking it in with the community agents.   Ffion had 
arranged monthly drop in sessions at Ruabon Library to enable people to come and discuss 
their needs on an informal basis.  Ffion had also attended numerous calls regarding the bus 
passes and was taking details from people to help process the forms online.  Cllr. J. Lowe 
asked if Ffion could set up sessions in the community centre for people to come and bring 
in bus pass forms so that she could help anyone who was struggling.  Ffion advised that the 
paper based applications required ID Verification where the online system did not as the 
details were already held in the system and would make the process more difficult.  As the 
Community Centre did not have internet access this would not be possible for Ffion to 
complete the applications there.  Cllr. J. Phillips advised that it may be possible to arrange 
this at the football club.  Ffion would look into this.   Cllr. J. Phillips also asked if it would be 
possible for Ffion to hold monthly drop in sessions anywhere in Pen-y-Cae.  Ffion advised 
that it could be arranged in the library in Rhos as there was already footfall to the location.  
The Clerk had provided copies of the over 75s list to members and asked them if they could 
read through and let Ffion know of any updates or changes to the list in preparation for the 
gifting scheme.  Ffion and the Clerk had discussed alternative methods of delivering the 
gifting scheme to cut down on waste, however members agreed that hand delivery was still 
the best option.  Ffion would put up posters and a message on social media to invite 
anyone who wished to be considered for the gifting scheme to get in touch. Ffion advised 
that she wanted to hold a Christmas event for the older people, perhaps a free bingo and 
refreshments in the community centre.  Members agreed that this would be a good idea.  
 
Resolved: That Ffion would arrange the gifting scheme and Christmas event with 

the help of the Clerk.   
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(19)133POLICE MATTERS 
Reported Crimes 
 
There had been no crime figures given to the Clerk prior to the meeting. 

 
Matters Raised by Members  
Cllr. J. Phillips had forwarded on a complaint regarding speeding on Stryt Issa to the Police 
for their assistance and wished to bring the issue to members’ attention.  Cllr. J. Phillips had 
requested a speed operation in the area and asked the Clerk to follow this up. 
Cllr. J. Phillips recalled a recent incident highlighted on social media which resulted in 
vandalism and damage to a property on the Afoneitha Estate.  The situation had been 
aggravated by persons inciting violence on social media and was unacceptable.  Members 
agreed that the Clerk should contact the Police and request that they speak with the 
administrator for the site to see if anything could be done to moderate posts to reduce the 
risk of similar events reoccurring.  
The Clerk had received an email from a resident over the summer regarding an incident 
which had taken place on her property.  The resident in question was concerned about the 
lack of response to evidence presented and was seeking an update on her case.  The Clerk 
had forwarded the correspondence to PC Mark Sayer and asked him to look into the matter.  
Cllr. G. Edwards noted an incident which had occurred and was very happy with the police 
response to date.  Cllr. Edwards advised that they had been very thorough and timely in 
their response.  
Cllr. Dr S. Edwards advised of a van parking dangerously on Poplar Road and would 
forward the registration details to the Clerk in order for her to pass them on to the Police.  
 
Resolved:  To await further correspondence from the Police.  

 
 

(19)134 STREET LIGHTING 
 Faults 

Cllr. J. Phillips advised that the light next to the CCTV camera at the entrance to the estate 
still had not been fixed and asked the Clerk to chase this up.   
The feeder pillar still had not been removed on Poplar Road and the Clerk was asked to 
chase this also.  Cllr. J. Phillips asked Cllr. G. Edwards to follow up his discussions with 
Snapfast regarding the possibility of a solar lamp.  
 
Upgrades 
The upgrades had still not been completed and the Clerk was asked to contact the 
contractor for an update.  
 
Resolved: to await further information.  

 
(19)135 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Application no P/2019/0685 – Application for the continued parking and operation of 
1 no. licensed private hire vehicle – on a permanent basis (previously granted 
temporary permission under code no. P/2018/0484) Nant-y-Felin Mill Lane Pen-y-Cae.  
 
Resolved: no observations  
 

(19)136 TO DISCUSS Stage two of the MUGA development 
Two public meetings to discuss the stage two development of the MUGA had been held on 
the 10th and 12th September at the Football Club and Community Centre respectively.  The 
Clerk had provided members with the notes from the meetings prior to the meeting and the 
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Chair asked if members were happy to accept these notes as a true record of the events.  
All members were in agreement.  The Chair advised that attendance from members of the 
public had been disappointingly low on both occasions but as a result two people had 
volunteered to join the working party.  The next stage was to engage with the schools and 
speak with the respective school councils to take the paper based consultation forward.  
The Clerk would liaise with the local schools and the Chair would deliver a short 
presentation while at Morgan Llwyd and Ysgol Hooson, Cllrs. S. Jones and Dr S. Evans 
would facilitate the meetings and speak with the pupils.  

 
Resolved: That the notes from the public meetings be accepted as a true record 

of the events 
 That the Clerk should contact the schools and arrange the meetings 

with the school councils.  
 

(19)137TO DISCUSS planting of the War Memorial Gardens 
It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Nigel Harper and ask him to fill the half-moon 
beds with winter pansies in advance of the Remembrance Day Service.  It was suggested 
that the Clerk ask him to price the plants in advance.  Cllr. K. Gilpin would arrange to sort 
out the planters.  
The Poppies for the lamp posts had been delivered to the Clerk, these would be passed to 
Cllrs J. Phillips and K. Gilpin.  It was suggested that the Clerk ask the representative who 
provided them for advice on metal poppies for the gates.  
It was agreed that Pastor Joshua should lead the service again this year and the Clerk 
would ask if he was available.  The Clerk would arrange the planning meeting for the 14th 
October and invite Pastor Keefe from the Church of the Nazarene to attend so that they 
could be included in the service.   
Cllr. G. Edwards advised that the refreshments would be served in the village hall as in 
previous years but asked for volunteers to help with the clean-up 
Cllr. G. Edwards suggested asking the resident living next to the War Memorial if they 
would be happy to assist with power for the musical accompaniment.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would liaise with Nigel regarding the plants for the War 

Memorial Garden  
 That the Clerk would arrange the planning meeting and ask if Pastor 

Joshua would be available to lead the service.  
 
(19)138TO DISCUSS the Christmas Market 

The date for the Christmas Market had been agreed for the 7th December and was to be 
held at the Football Club.  It was agreed to serve turkey and stuffing baps again as they had 
been very popular last year.  The stalls would need to be agreed and the Santa’s grotto 
arranged.  The Chair had been collecting items for the tombola and asked if anyone had 
any items to be donated for this or the raffle then to bring them to the next meeting.  It was 
suggested that the Salvation Army band could be invited to attend to play Christmas carols.  
 
Resolved:  To continue organising the event.  

 
(19)139GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk had received a letter from Cllr. D.A. Thomas advising of his wish to resign as 
Community Councillor.  Cllr. Thomas thanked his fellow members for all of the hard work 
undertaken for the Community and for the support shown to him over the years. Members 
were very sorry to hear of Cllr. Thomas’ decision to resign and would be very sorry to lose 
him as a very valuable member who had worked tirelessly for many years in supporting the 
village.   
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Alison Tynan had written to request funds form her allocation to be released for the 
Halloween disco she would be organising for Funky Milkshakes.  Members were in 
agreement and asked the Clerk to arrange a cheque.  
 
The Clerk had received an email from PC Mark Sayer asking community councils how 
many road cones and road closure signs would be needed for the Remembrance Day 
service.  It was agreed to confirm with Cllr. Thomas as he would remember the quantities 
from last year.  

 
A poster advertising dates for Ken Skates and Susan Elan Jones surgery dates.  This 
would be displayed in the noticeboards 

 
(19)125MISCELLANEOUS 
Resolved:  To note receipt of the following: 

1. A letter was received from Aled Powell who had written to the Community Council 
in response to the flyers distributed advertising the consultation event for the 
MUGA development.  Mr Powell had requested that the Community Council send 
all communication out bilingually in future.  The letter was accompanied by some 
signatures from adults and children.  

2. Promotional brochures from Proludic detailing outdoor play equipment 
3. Promotional brochures from Viking Direct detailing offers on stationery.  
4. A letter from Sgt Luke Hughes advising of a meeting on the 15th October for local 

members and Community Councils to discuss police matters 
5. A letter advising of the review of polling districts and polling venues.  Anyone 

wishing to take part in the consultation could do so by email to 
polling@wrexham.gov.uk or in writing to the Scrutiny Section, Governance and 
Customer Service Department, The Guildhall, Wrexham LL11 1NF.  

 
(19)140 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 
The following issues were raised under the above heading:  
 

1. Cllr. G. Edwards noted that the De-Fib sited at the school had been removed for safety 
reasons as rain water had got inside the case.  It had been sent off for repair.  The Clerk 
was asked to ask Serena Hughes for an update. 

2. Cllr. K. Gilpin noted that there had been a complaint from a resident near the bus stop next 
to the school.  When the drivers were ahead of schedule or taking a break they would leave 
the engines running for a considerable period of time and causing unnecessary pollution 
from the fumes.  The Chair noted that the same thing happened at the stop in the dip of 
Poplar Road.  The Clerk was asked to write to Arrive asking if the engines could be turned 
off when drivers were taking rest breaks. 

3. Cllr. J, Phillips advised that the hedges belonging to Tai Bithell Farm were extremely 
overgrown and were encroaching well over the footpath.  The Clerk was advised to write to 
the land owners asking them to cut back the hedges. 

4. Cllr. J. Phillips asked the Clerk to check the deeds of the old youth club land as there may 
have been a possible encroachment onto the land. 

5. Cllr. J. Phillips asked the Clerk to progress the order for the extra bins for Trem-y-Gardden 
and Coed-y-Graig. 

6. Cllr. S. Davies asked the Clerk to seek clarification from WCBC over the recent road 
closure on Church Street as there had been no prior notification to the residents.  Cllr. J. 
Lowe advised that she had not been notified either.  

7. Cllr. J. Phillips advised that there was no street sign displayed for Afoneitha Road from the 
Wheelwrights end.  The Clerk was asked to contact WCBC to request the placement of a 
sign.  

mailto:polling@wrexham.gov.uk
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(19)141 FINANCE 
 
 The Finance Committee met prior to the meeting at 6.30pm 
  

Payments 
The following payments were approved for September.  
  
102843 – Clarity Copiers – MUGA fliers £30.00 
102844– Accounting Solutions - Payroll  £86.85  
102845 – One Voice Wales - training  £60.00 
102846 - Funky Milkshakes £150.00 
 
   
Bank Transfer – Salary, postage  £1243.73 
Bank Transfer – Salary & mileage £1032.16 

.  


