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PEN-Y-CAE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the of the Pen-y-Cae Community Council Meeting held on Monday 28th October 2019.  
 
 
PRESENT 
     Chair – Cllr. P. Davies      
    
Cllr. Mrs C. Davies        Cllr. K. Gilpin 
Cllr. Mrs. S. Jones          Cllr. Mrs. P. Matthews         
Cllr. Mrs. J. Lowe        Cllr. Mr J.C. Phillips            
Cllr. Ms. A. Phillips. 
  
       
        
 
(19)142 APOLOGIES 
            Apologies for absence were received from:    Cllr. Mrs J. Jones 

Cllr. N. Claffey             
Cllr. R. Salisbury 

          Cllr. Mr. G. Edwards 
          Cllr. Dr S.E. Evans 
19)143DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 Cllr. J. Phillips wished to declare interest in item number 7 on the agenda – Planning 
Applications.   

 
(19)144MINUTES 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 23rd September 2019 copies having previously 
been circulated, were approved and adopted subject to the following corrections 
 
(19) Members recalled a recent incident highlighted on social media 
 

(19)145 MATTERS ARISING from the minutes  
1. Dog Bag Dispensers 

One of the dispensers had been installed on the line and Cllrs. J. Phillips and K. Gilpin 
requested permission from members to purchase some paint to tidy up the plate on the 
post to which it was now attached.  Members agreed to the purchase.  Cllr. Phillips 
advised that a location for the second dispenser had still not been agreed and requested 
that the Chair should meet with him to discuss the siting of the dispenser in the Groes 
ward with the agreement of Cllr. J. Lowe.  It was agreed that the Chair and Cllr. Phillips 
would arrange to meet and discuss a suitable location and feedback to members for 
their agreement.  
 
Resolved: That Cllrs. K. Gilpin and J. Phillips would purchase paint for the repairs 

and that the Chair and Cllr. J. Phillips would liaise regarding the 
location of the second dog bag dispenser.   
 

2. Working in partnership with HMP Berwyn 
The Clerk had received no reply from Darren Williams regarding the request for more 
information on the initiative for community groups and working in partnership with HMP 
Berwyn.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Ian Bancroft again regarding the 
repeated lack of response from WCBC officers and ask them how they intended to 
manage expectations going forward.  
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Resolved: That the Clerk write to Ian Bancroft to raise the issue of WCBC officers 

not responding to correspondence from the Community Council once 
again.  

 
3. Disabled Access on the Pant 

There had still been no response from Simon Roberts or Aled Pugh-Jones despite 
assurances from Steve Bailey that one of them would be in touch.  It was agreed that 
the matter would be highlighted in the aforementioned letter to Ian Bancroft.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would include this in the letter to Ian Bancroft.  

 
4. Waste Bins 

No response had been received from Streetscene regarding the installation of the new 
bin next to the MUGA or the additional bins for Coed-y-Graig and Trem-y-Gardden.  The 
Clerk had asked Steve Jones to liaise directly with Cllr. J. Phillips over the siting of the 
bins but to date Cllr. Phillips had not heard from him.  It was agreed that the Clerk 
should chase the matter up.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk contact Steve Jones of Streetscene once again 

regarding the new bins.  
 

5. Music Event  
The working party met on the 3rd October to progress plans for the music event.  It was 
discussed that both the Community Council and the Football Club should release a sum 
of money each to be utilised for any upfront costs such as marketing/ticketing costs.  It 
was suggested that both organisations release £250 each and that one member from 
each organisation act as treasurer for the project to keep a proper accounting trail for 
the records. It was suggested that this should be the Clerk and John Rowlands.  
Members were in agreement of the suggestions but asked if the working party could 
ascertain if the football club were VAT registered as this would have an implication on 
the costing. The working party also asked members to consider if they could be given 
dedicated power of authority on any decisions to be made to enable a speedy process 
for the event.  All decisions could then be ratified by full council in the subsequent 
meetings.  Members agreed that there was not enough members present to agree to 
such a decision and that the Clerk should email all members to obtain a majority 
decision.   
 
Resolved: That members agreed to release £250 funds upfront provided proper 

accounting was maintained.  
 That the Clerk would email all members to ascertain their thoughts on 

delegated power of authority for the working group.  
 

6. Interactive Speed Signs 
The proposed sites for interactive speed signs had been identified and the Clerk had 
issued consultation letters with the residents in the immediate vicinity of the sites.  The 
Clerk had begun compiling a matrix of responses received from residents and following 
the completion of the consultation period on the 25th November members would be 
better equipped to make a decision.  Cllr. J. Phillips asked members if; once the 
consultation period had ended and if residents were happy for the installation to go 
ahead could the Community Council move forward with the programme as soon as 
possible with the design produced by TWM.  There had still not been a quotation 
provided by Graham Lloyd of WCBC.  Members agreed in principle.  



3 

 

 
Resolved: That members would await the results of the consultation.   

 
7. Bench on Plas Bennion 

The Clerk had sent out consultation letters to residents on Plas Bennion for their 
thoughts on the installation of a bench.  The consultation period was due to end on the 
25th November and the Clerk would present the results to members at the next meeting 
of full council.  Nigel Harper had advised that he would install the bench for free.  The 
Clerk had not yet heard back from WCBC regarding permission for the siting of the 
bench.  
 
Resolved: That members would await the results of the consultation.  
 

8. War memorial Garden 
The Clerk had liaised with Nigel Harper regarding the plants for the half-moon beds at 
the War Memorial and asked him to price up winter pansies to fill the area with colour in 
time for Remembrance Day.  Cllr. Gilpin would remove the plants from the planters if 
they needed to, however they were still in bloom currently and could be left in as long as 
they were healthy. 
 
Resolved:  noted.  
 

9. Christmas Market 
The Chair asked members if they could bring in their raffle donations or items for the 
tombola for the next meeting.  The Chair had taken letters requesting donations for raffle 
prizes to Tesco, Asda, Sainsbury’s, Morrisons, Aldi and the local shops such as Co-op 
and Spar.  She was awaiting a response from them. It was agreed that a planning 
meeting should be held to further the discussions for the event. 
 
Resolved: That the Clerk would email members to ascertain a convenient date for 

a planning meeting.  
 

(19)146POLICE MATTERS 
Reported Crimes 
Reported crimes from the period 26/08/2019 to 28/10/2019 
 
ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ISSUES/TRENDS 
 
1 x verbal altercation in the street 
1 x verbal abuse at contractors 
3 x neighbourhood dispute 
 
BURGLARY 

 
1 x Offender entered property through insecure door, items taken. Undetected 
1 x security light torn off, window pushed wide open, no entry gained. Undetected. 
1 x Entry gained by unknown means, items taken. Undetected 
1 x Attempted to gain access using hidden back door key, undetected 
2 x Attempted to gain access via living room window. Undetected 

 
BOTD 

 
1 x Access gained to locked shed, nothing taken. Undetected 
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1 x Attempted to gain access to garage, no entry gained. Undetected 
  

THEFT FROM A MORTOR VEHICLE 
 

1 x Rear window smashed, phone and papers taken   
 

THEFT 
 

1 x Cash stolen from handbag. Undetected 
1 x Known offender stolen post office card and emptied monies. Enq. On-going 
1 x Gas meter removed, undetected.   

 
CRIMINAL DAMAGE 

 
1 x Unknown offender threw stones and smashed windows. Enq. On-going 
1 x Window smashed with bin trolley. Enq. On-going 
1 x Vehicle tyres damaged. Enq. On-going 
1 x Unknown males caused damage to vehicle with bats. Undetected 
1 x Graffiti on shed, undetected 
1 x Damage to vehicle windscreen. Undetected 
 

 
Matters Raised by Members  
Cllr. J. Phillips and K. Gilpin had attended the Police meeting in Llay which had been very 
positive and productive.  Cllr. Phillips advised that there would be further updates on the 
outcomes to follow.  
Cllr. J. Phillips advised that there had been further incidents involving motor vehicles on the 
railway line where the grass had been churned up by the bikes.  Cllr. Phillips also advised 
that there had been reports of cars meeting up at the entrance to the rugby club and 
congregating by the site where the porta-cabins had been. 
Cllr. S. Jones advised that there had been drugs paraphernalia found up the mountain near 
the Dryll, concealed in a tube but was unsure if this had been reported.  
Cllr. C. Davies asked if there had been any response following the incident on Ffordd 
Llanerch where a house had been vandalised following a post on social media.  There had 
not been any response to this and the Clerk would follow this up.  Cllr. J. Phillips advised 
that he would forward on an email address for Luke Hughes for the Clerk to contact 
regarding the matter.  
 
Resolved:  To await further correspondence from the Police.  
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(19)147 ISSUES RELATING TO OLDER PEOPLE 
Ffion had submitted her report to members prior to the meeting.  
Cllr. J. Phillips asked if it would be possible for Ffion to arrange a Christmas lunch for the 
older people in the village.  It was agreed that there would not be enough time to organise 
such an event now but could be revisited next year.  Cllr. Phillips suggested that the Clerk 
find out if Studio Pen-y-Cae intended to hold a similar event this year and Ffion could get 
involved with it.  Ffion was planning a free bingo event for the over 50s for Christmas and 
would give further details soon.  
Ffion had given details to the Clerk for a personal alarm to be worn when conducting visits 
in the community.  Members agreed that this would be a very useful safety device and 
asked the Clerk to authorise the purchase.  
 
Resolved: to await further outcome   
 

(19)148 STREET LIGHTING 
 Faults 

The faulty light next to the CCTV camera had been reported to Scottish Power as an 
underground fault and as such no date for completion could be given.  Cllr, J. Phillips asked 
the Clerk to chase this up.  
 
Upgrades 
The Clerk had requested a list of lights left to be completed and they had been sent to Cllr. 
G. Edwards in error who was on holiday.  It was agreed that the Clerk should chase the 
matter up and ask for a definitive date on when the upgrades would be completed.  As the 
remainder of upgrades were waiting for attendance by Scottish Power for connection of the 
DNO cut outs it was unclear how long this may take. Cllr. Philips suggested that perhaps 
the contractors could be invited to a future meeting if satisfactory explanations could not be 
given. 
 
Maintenance contract 
A meeting of the Streetlighting Consortium had taken place on the 16th October where the 
schedule of rates had been discussed and approved for the coming financial year.  Cllr. G. 
Edwards had provided a copy for members to view which the Clerk passed round.  It was 
agreed that on the whole the respective councils were happy with how the contract was 
progressing. 
 
Resolved: to await further information.  

 
(19)149 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Application no P/20190805 – Erection of 43 affordable dwellings with associated 
parking site of Wynnstay Technology Park South of Llangollen Road Ruabon 
Wrexham LL14 6EN 
 
Resolved: no observations  
 

(19)150 TO DISCUSS Stage two of the MUGA development 
The Clerk had arranged meetings with the school councils at Ysgol-y-Grango and Maes-y-
Mynydd for the 15th November and was awaiting responses from Ruabon, Pen-y-Cae and 
Morgan Llwyd.  Cllr. S. Jones had visited Ysgol Hooson and had been very well received; 
the pupils on the school council had agreed to assist with the delivery of the paper 
consultation with the pupils.  The Clerk would follow up correspondence for the remaining 
schools and arrange dates as soon as possible.  There would also need to be a meeting of 
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the focus group to determine the body of the consultation questionnaires.  Cllr. A. Phillips 
also advised that she would be willing to help put a format together for the questionnaires.  

 
Resolved: That members await the outcome of the meetings with the school 

councils.  
 

(19)151TO RECEIVE the External Auditors Report 
The External Auditors report stated that The auditor General for Wales issued Pen-y-Cae 
Community Council with a qualified audit report. Details of the matters which have led to the 
qualification are listed below. 
 
Website – it has come to our attention that the Council does not have a live website.  All 
Councils should ensure that a fully operational website is in place, where council 
documents are available for inspection by any member of the public. 
 
It had been explained to the auditor that the website was still under construction and the 
only reason for delay of its launch was down to the hold-up of the welsh translation.  
 
Notice of the Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors Rights – The Council 
has failed to publish the notice of appointment of date for the exercise of elector’s rights 
electronically. 
 
In future years the council should ensure the notice of appointment of date for the exercise 
of elector’s rights is published electronically in accordance with the Local Government 
Democracy Wales Act 2013 Section 56. 
 
We note that the notice of appointment of date for the exercise of elector’s rights was only 
advertised for 6 days before the start of the inspection period 
 
The accounts and audit wales regulations 2014 states that the notice be displayed for 14 
consecutive days before the start of the inspection period.  
 
The Clerk would seek further clarification on the terms of the notice period as it was 
ambiguous 
 
High Level of Reserves - we not that the Council holds a high level of reserves, 
approximately 1.62 times the annual precept for 2018/19.  The Council should consider the 
level of general reserves required and consider taking steps to reduce the level of reserves 
in future.  
 
The Council had already taken steps to reduce the level of reserves and would continue to 
do so.  
 
Resolved: That the council would implement the points raised and the Clerk would 

chase up the work being done on the website.  
 
(19)152 TO DISCUSS parking issues on Cristionydd  

The Clerk had received a request from a resident of Cristionydd, Mrs Gaynor Davies to 
place the matter of parking on Cristionydd on the agenda.  Unfortunately Mrs Davies was 
unable to attend the meeting.  Mrs Davies had voiced her concerns that parked cars along 
the street were causing obstruction and was making visibility difficult for pedestrians and 
motorists.  She advised that the pavements were excessively wide and asked if something 
could be implemented to create additional parking in the area.  Cllr. J. Lowe advised that 
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the matter had been discussed with highways at WCBC some time ago and that the 
pavements could not be reduced in any way due to a drainage issue which could result in 
flooding.  Cllr. Lowe advised that she had utilised her environmental budget for drives in the 
area and of all of the properties surveyed only one was unsuitable for installation of a drive 
due to the situation of a gas main.  Cllr. Lowe had exhausted all other options for additional 
parking in the area but suggested that the Clerk write to WCBC and ask who owned the 
strip of land adjacent to the playground to see if there would be a budget in future to 
develop this as a car park.   
 
Resolved: That the Clerk should enquire with WCBC regarding ownership of the 

land adjacent to the playground.  
 

(19)153 TO DISCUSS The Remembrance Day Service 
The arrangements had been made for the service and all organisations in the village were 
happy to attend and participate as usual.  The Scouts had written to say that in future they 
would like to include more participation from the younger members of the troop, it was 
agreed that this could be discussed in advance of next years’ service.   
Cllr. J. Phillips had sourced a portable amplifier with microphone which would not only be 
used for the service but at other events in the future and requested members’ permission to 
purchase the equipment.  Members were in agreement. 
The poppies for the lamp posts had been given to Cllr. K. Gilpin and would be installed by 
him and Cllr. J. Phillips in readiness for the service.  
 
Resolved: That the amplifier would be purchased in advance of the 

Remembrance Day service.  
 

 
(19)154GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter of resignation from Cllr. Robert Salisbury had been received stating that he wished 
to resign with immediate effect due to personal reasons but he had thoroughly enjoyed his 
time working with his fellow members.  Members agreed that they would be sad to lose Cllr. 
Salisbury but wished him well in his future endeavours.  The Clerk would inform the 
electoral division of the vacancy in the Groes Ward.  
 
The Clerk had been contacted by Catherine Evans who was enquiring regarding a 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the area and how to go about organising this.  Members 
asked the Clerk to point Ms Evans to the OWL service for more information.  
 
Cllr. J. Lowe had forwarded an email from a resident requesting the removal of the bench 
opposite the bust stop outside his property on the grounds that youths were congregating 
there and causing a nuisance.  Members agreed that the bench had been in situ for over 60 
years and therefore would not be removed.  
 
An email from Steve Davies of Soccer Million requesting assistance with who to contact at 
WCBC about purchasing the road leading up to the football club as a gift.  It was agreed to 
discuss this with Denise Garland.  

 
(19)155MISCELLANEOUS 
Resolved:  To note receipt of the following: 

1. Brochures from Viking direct detailing stationary offers.  
2. The draft annual report for the independent Remuneration for Wales 2020/21 
3. Brochures from Broxap detailing offers on litter bins 
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(19)156 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 
The following issues were raised under the above heading:  
 

1. Cllr. K. Gilpin asked if the Clerk could produce some thank you letters to be distributed to 
people in the community that had helped with the watering of the flower planters.  The Clerk 
would write the letters and Cllr. Gilpin would distribute them.  

2. Cllr. J. Phillips advised that the hedges adjacent to the solar farm were becoming over 
grown.  Cllr. J. Lowe would pass on contact detail to the Clerk who would write and request 
them to cut them back.  

3. Cllr. J. Phillips asked the Clerk to locate the deeds for the land of the old BMX track as 
there had possibly been some encroachment onto the land itself.  The Clerk would try and 
locate the deeds.  
 

(19)157 FINANCE 
 
 The Finance Committee met prior to the meeting at 6.30pm. 
 
It had been discussed that going forward the council should use a purchase order system for any 
goods/services as a way to keep track of things and to refer to as a binding contract.  Cllr. A. 
Phillips would look into developing a template to use.  
  

Payments 
The following payments were approved for September.  
  
102847 – EDF Energy – unmetered supply £451.65 
102848– MEGA electrical – removal of feeder pillar  £480.00  
102849 – MEGA electrical - maintenance  £353.04 
102850 – Wybone Ltd – dog bag dispensers £513.11 
102851 – HMRC – Tax & NI £1299.65 
102852 – paint £9.28 
102853 – microphone stand £26.98 
102854 – PA system £159.00 
 
   
Bank Transfer – Salary, postage  £1243.73 
Bank Transfer – Salary & mileage £1032.16 

.  


